Wheat & Social Unrest
Wheat Exports 2021/22
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With the decrease in wheat exports from Ukraine and Russia to countries around the world, there is potential
for increased hardship in North African countries. Ukraine and Russia in 2021 had combined exports of wheat
that equated to 26% of worldwide imports, with The North African countries being a major importer. This may
cause increased hardship within these countries and the potential for social unrest towards the governments.
By analysing available data, it can be seen that the countries most likely to have significant social unrest
caused by a decrease in wheat exports are Tunisia and Egypt.
TUNISIA
Tunisia is highly dependent on imports of Ukrainian wheat. 42 % of the imports to the country originate from
Ukraine and 5% is of Russian Origin.
The combination of unemployment, inflation and droughts within the region, will likely cause an increased risk
of economically motivated protests.
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EGYPT

Egypt has consistently purchased large volumes of wheat
to satisfy its consumption needs. Currently, the government wheat reserves for the food subsidy program satisfy 3
months of consumption.
Information indicates that the country is highly dependent on
Russian and Ukrainian wheat, with 86% of Egypt’s imports
coming from the two countries (62% Russian, 24% Ukraine).
Continued building of new silos and expansion of storage capacity, combined with reforms to the bread subsidy program
may lower import demand. Rises in commodity prices, higher transport costs, and the reopening of the economy from
COVID-19 restrictions, are likely to increase domestic inflation rates.
Despite these increasing food prices from domestic inflation,
Government subsidies are likely to be sufficient to prevent
the development of nationwide social unrest. However, localised protests could possibly increase in areas with restricted
food supplies.

ALGERIA

Algeria is a large importer of wheat, however, the country does not rely on a specific
supplier, the country relies primarily on European wheat, with 62 % of wheat being imported from Sweden. Of note, Ukrainian wheat only accounts for 24% of imports. High
levels of drought in the area will decrease domestic production in the near future, however, the imports of wheat from other countries will not be massively impacted due to
the ongoing situation in Ukraine.

LIBYA

The current insecurity and political uncertainty in Libya, means that it is likely that limitation of wheat stocks will not have
a significant effect to social unrest compared to other factors within the country.
Despite wheat from Russia and Ukraine contributing to 59% of Libyan wheat exports, the Minister of Economy Muhammed
al-Hawij has expressed that there is sufficient wheat reserves, within Libya, for more than a years worth of consumption.

Algeria have made considerable efforts to increase domestic production, investment
in agricultural processing and new investor friendly policies in commercial agriculture.
However, any increased product would be offset by a growing national population and
expanding urbanisation, increasing the consumption of wheat.
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Social Media Analysis
Political and economical aspects are not the only variables that may influence social unrest, social media posts can also highlight upcoming unrest. By gathering twitter posts over the past few months that contain both country names and wheat, a
significant proportion of posts were found to be focused around Egypt.
The twitter platform usage in Egypt is 2.34 % of the population, whilst in Libya it is 5.12%. This shows that the platform usage does not skew the amount of posts in Egypt’s favour. On further analysis of the posts themselves, it can
be seen that a number of posts concerning Egypt have identical text. These specific posts in the highlighted
inserts are usernames of prominent news networks such as Bloomberg and Economic Times. This indicates
that a portion of these posts are highly likely not from within Egypt itself.
Another issue that impacts the use of social media analysis is that a new law in Tunisia, included an article
that forbids the spreading of “fake news and information” concerning food shortages and the supply chain.

